((Nat. sound of drums, zoo ambience))

Ayoub:
The sound of drums fills the air.

Inside Utah’s Hogle Zoo, one exhibit is designed to transport visitors far beyond Utah, into a completely different environment.

Families stop to watch. Kids press up against the glass. And for a moment, it feels like you’ve stepped into another world.

But that feeling doesn’t last the same for everyone.

Step beyond the exhibit, and the experience starts to shift—raising questions about what a zoo really represents. That’s something UVU student Breck Nealis says she notices when she walks through.

((UVU student at Hogle Zoo)) 

Nealis #1: it’s honestly kind of sad to see some of the animals. I just walked past a tiger, and it was pacing back and forth throughout the whole cage… it just looked really stressed and confused.”

Ayoub: Nealis says while zoos can provide safety and medical care, that doesn’t always mean the animals are comfortable.

Nealis #2: “It might be safer for them to be here… but on the other hand, you have animals like that tiger who is honestly just really sad and stressed.”

Ayoub: But not everyone sees zoos the same way.

Some argue that keeping animals in captivity causes stress and removes them from their natural environment. Others believe zoos play a critical role in protecting species—giving animals a safe space to survive, and in some cases, recover from extinction.

So where does the truth really fall?

To better understand that balance, I spoke with a conservationist here at Utah’s Hogle Zoo.

((Conservationist at Zoo remained anonymous))

Conservationist #1: “I’ve been working here for about two and a half years now. The zoo’s involved in six big programs—orangutan conservation, polar bear conservation, lion conservation, Jordan River conservation…”

Ayoub: Conservation efforts don’t just happen behind the scenes.

Conservationist #2: “We do things like recycling cell phones for gorillas, Christmas lights for lions… we also do fundraisers and conservation trips to help animals locally and globally.”

Ayoub: The zoo really has something for everyone.

Kids get excited seeing the animals in person, and adults can learn more about their habitats and why protecting them matters.

Conservationist #3: “It’s a wide variety, ranging from little kids all the way up to senior citizens. So I think we have a wide variety of guests that attend the zoo and that we’re able to talk about conservation with.”

((Nat. child interaction))

Child:
“What’s your favorite animal?”
“A lion.”
“Why?”
“Because it’s so scary.”

Ayoub: And sometimes, it really is that simple. The scarier the sound, the cooler the animal.
But for parents, the experience goes deeper.

((Mother at Zoo))

Mother: “I like teaching my daughter about conservation. The more you know about an animal, the more you want to help them. Her favorite animal to see is actually the giraffes… I think it gives her a broader scope of the world.”

Ayoub: For many families, the zoo is more than just a day out. It’s a chance for their kids to learn, explore, and connect with the world around them. And what makes those moments possible is the incredible diversity of animals right here at Utah’s Hogle Zoo.

((Conservationist conversation #2))

Conservationist #4: “We probably have over 100 different species here… we do everything feeding, cleaning, medical treatments, enrichment—basically every aspect of their lives.”

Ayoub: With hundreds of species all in one place, the zoo becomes more than just entertainment.

It becomes a space for education, curiosity, and connection.

If you want to help protect animals, Utah’s Hogle Zoo is one place where that impact can begin while bringing the community together at the same time.

((Nat. sound/music fade out))

Ayoub: I’m Nadeen Ayoub reporting.
