Downtown Farmer’s Market Transcript
Lead in: The Winter Downtown Farmer’s Market is coming to a close on April 18 but don’t worry, the summer one will be open soon enough on June 6. Lexi Lilly shows us how farmer’s markets impact our community in Salt Lake.

((Nat. Noise from the farmers market))

Lilly: Farmer’s markets are no new thing. But the community that emerges from these events are diverse and always changing. Not only is it great to get out of the house for, but it also helps local small business get on their feet. 

((Nat. fade out farmer’s market noise to quiet guitar from Anastacio Castillo))

Lilly: If you’re lucky, as you walk into the farmer’s market you can hear some music.

((Nat. Guitar from Castillo increase to normal volume))

Castillo #1: “I’ve been in the music business about 75, 76 years now.”

Lilly: Anastacio Castillo is a Latin musician who has been playing at the farmer’s market for nine years now. He brings his guitar, sets up shop inside, and sings songs that he first sang with his father when he was five. The inside of the Leonardo is filled with the strums of a soothing acoustic guitar, a pleasant environment for the shoppers browsing around. He noted that people must enjoy it because he always gets good tips.

((Nat. More guitar from Castillo))

Castillo #2: “A lot of times they turn their head, and they smile, and they enjoy and some dance a little bit as they go by.”

((Nat. Guitar fading into farmer’s market noises))

Lilly: As you walk around the farmer’s market you often interact with people who might be more similar to you than you realize.

Camargo #1: “There’s so many different Latin food vendors or like we met a soap vendor at the outdoor farmers market who, I’m Peruvian, and he was also Peruvian, so that was like a really fun connection point.”

Dunaway #1: “No matter what walk of life you come from at the farmer’s market, you are for sure going to meet someone who knows what you’ve been through, understands what you’ve been through, and second knows how to support you. And that’s one thing you really can’t get when you walk into like Smiths or Walmart.”

((Nat. Farmer’s market noises))

Lilly: Not only is there connection between the customers, but there is also a strong support system coming from the other vendors. As a small business owner, Anne Dunaway knows this better than many. Having her stand at the farmer’s market, she feels that she’s family with the other vendors, who are all eager to help each other succeed.
 
Dunaway #2: “It gave me the hope and the courage even when I didn’t know where to find it.”

Lilly: Dunaway started Urban Prairie Agriculture from her garage, and the farmer’s market was her only source of revenue. The Utah Farmer’s Market Network Director Jaclyn Pace said that up to 80% of vendors in Utah say they wouldn’t have been able to start their businesses without the farmer’s market. Larisa Sandoval is sister to the owner of Santa Backyard Coffee.

Sandoval #1: “The Salt Lake farmer’s market is like a really good opportunity to get your business out there because you’re, like, in front of a bigger crowd.”

Lilly: Larisa’s sister and their friend started three years ago at the Springville Farmer’s Market. Sandoval said their shop is very community-based and it runs off the local customers who want to try their stuff.

((Nat. Farmer’s market noises))

Lilly: These customers are what make the farmer’s market run.

((Nat. Farmer’s market noises))

Harding #1: “I think it’s a space that allows people to get together and just see all the things that our city has and just be able to support local, small businesses. I think it’s awesome.”

Camargo #1: “And I think it definitely like adds to diversifying the culture here.”

Lilly: These two locals really enjoyed the farmer’s market and said they’d be back again. The market almost acts like a third space, one said, and it is a nice place to go to during the months with less-than-ideal weather.

((Nat. Packing up noises))

Lilly: The vendors pack up once again as they do every Saturday at 2 p.m.. Many of them are grateful for the break they have before the summer farmer’s market comes back in full swing on June 6.

I’m Lexi Lilly reporting.

